America’s Domestic Concern #1:
Exploding Health Costs Are Devastating Working Families

P Oneinfour Americans say their family has had a problem paying
for medical care during the past year—and two-thirds of them
had insurance.

D Nearly 30 percent say someone in their family has delayed
medical care in the past year.

D Health care costs contribute to an estimated 25 percent
of housing problems.

P Health costs are a factor in half of personal bankruptcies. Since
2000, an estimated b million families have filed for bankruptcy
in the aftermath of serious medical problems. In fact,
every 30 seconds in the United States someone files for
“‘medical bankruptey.”

D Premiums for family health coverage have surged.

D More than one-third of people who have health
insurance worry about losing it.

P Health care is a major issue in every union
contract negotiation.
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Big Pharma, Big Insurance Flex Muscles in Washington

The drug and insurance industries pour money into influencing policy
and legislation. And they often get their way. Favorable treatment for drug
companies under the Medicare Part D drug benefit was no accident.

The pharmaceutical industry has the largest lobbying force in Washington,
D.C., employing more than twice as many lobbyists as there are members
of Congress. Companies that make pharmaceuticals, medical devices and
other health products spent nearly $182 million on federal lobbying from
January 2005 through June 2006, according to a 2007 study by the Center
for Public Integrity. From 1998-20086, the pharmaceutical/health products
industry spent $ 1.1 billion lobbying Congress. (usa 7oday, 4/25,/05; Alliance for Retired

Americans Educational Fund, "Outrageous Fortune,” 8/07, citing Center for Responsive Politics, www.opensecrets.org)

The pharmaceutical and insurance industries also are powerful political
campaign funders. In the 2006 election cycle, the insurance industry
contributed nearly $31 million, 64 percent of which went to Republicans.
The pharmaceutical industry contributed more than $19 million, 67

percent of which went to Republicans. (www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=F089;
www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=H04)

“In the first half of 2007, the health care sector doled out more
than $227 million for lobbying efforts—the first time spending has
topped $200 million...

“With Congress’ sharpened focus on health care-related
initiatives this year, industry groups have been spending
freely to get a piece of the action. The health care industry’s
lobby spending has risen year-on-year throughout the decade,
but the 17 percent jump is the highest since 2000. And
health care interest groups comprised five of the
10 highest spending organizations on lobbying

in the first six months of the year.”

Congressional Quarterly website, CQ.com, 9/17/07
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